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Opening Statement for Ranking Member Bennie G. Thompson 
For the Mark-Up of H.Res.463, the Blumenauer Resolution 

 

“Airports are struggling to have the right combination of equipment and screeners to ensure that “the traveling 

public” undergoes thorough, quick screening. TSA screeners do a pretty good job, considering that many of them 

are still forced to work with old equipment.  Unfortunately, TSA has failed to deliver on early commitments to help 

airports acquire next-generation in-line EDS machines. 

 

“At the same time, airports have had to make due with a limited number of screeners—45,000 nationally. So, when 

the news came out in late July that TSA planned to cut the screener workforce at airports that have chronic delays 

like Atlanta Hartsfield, I was understandably outraged. TSA did nothing to prepare the airports, the communities 

they serve, the flying public or Congress for screener cuts.  That is why my colleague, Rep. Blumenauer and 13 

other Members of this body, introduced the privileged resolution under consideration today. I would like to 

introduce into the record a statement from Rep. Blumenauer. Like Rep. Blumenauer, I believe that TSA initially 

bungled the announcement of screener cuts. 

 

“TSA failed to anticipate that there would be “how” and “when” questions about the cuts. Since that time, TSA 

came and briefed Member offices on August 8th and October 11th. At these briefings, TSA outlined its process.  

They explained that reallocation decisions were not made in a vacuum in some windowless office at TSA 

headquarters. They are arrived at after the Federal Security Directors, the top TSA officials at our nation’s airports, 

input relevant data on flight schedules, technology in use at that airport as well as checkpoint configuration. We 

came to learn that there is an actual system at TSA. The problem is that it is not transparent to anyone besides the 

FSDs.   

 

“We communicated our dissatisfaction with the process and got a commitment that our Committee would be 

briefed prior to future allocation announcements. I would like to submit for the record, a letter I received from 

Peter Iovino, the head of TSA Legislative Affairs that expresses this commitment.” 
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